THE   BOYHOOD    OF    FREDERICK    THE    GREAT

2.  Meanings.   Explain the following, including the literary
and other references:

(a)  His taste for military pomp and order became a mania,

like that of a Dutch burgomaster for tulips, or that
of a member of the Roxburghe Club for Caxtons.

(b)  No head that towered above the crowd in the bazaars

of Aleppo, of Cairo, or of Surat, could escape the
crimps of Frederic William.

(c)  This huge Irishman was what a brass Otho, or a

Vinegar Bible, is to a collector of a different kind.

(d)  He was yet one of the most pacific of princes.

(e)  His Patagonian battalions.

(/) Oliver Twist in the parish workhouse, Smike at Dothe-
boys Hall, were petted children when compared
with this heir apparent of a crown.

(g) The habit of exercising arbitrary power.

(A) The offences of his youth were not characterized by
any peculiar turpitude.

(i) The Queen was subjected to the grossest indignities.

(f)  He affected to conform to some of his father's views.

3.  Precis. Summarize what you have gathered of Frederick's
character in the extract.

4.  Interpretation.  Quote details from the extract to illustrate
the following statements from Macaulay.   Do you think that
any of these statements are exaggerated ?

(a)  His taste for military pomp and order became a mania.

(b)  He was yet one of the most pacific of princes.

(c)  His palace was hell, and he the most execrable of

fiends.
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